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The National Science and Technology Council 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Executive Office of the President 

Washington, DC 20500 





National Science 
and Technology Council 


President Clinton established the National 
Science and Technology Council (NSTC) by 
Executive Order 12881 on November 23, 1993. 
This cabinet-level council is the principal means 


for the President to coordinate science, space, and 


technology policies across the Federal government. 


An important objective of the NSTC is the 
establishment of clear national goals for Federal 
science and technology investments in areas rang- 
ing from information technologies and health 
research, to improving transportation systems and 
strengthening fundamental research. The Council 
prepares research and development strategies that 
are coordinated across Federal agencies to form an 
investment package that is aimed at accomplish- 
ing multiple national goals. 

A private sector President’s Committee of 
Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) 
assists the Council to ensure that Federal science 
and technology policies reflect the full spectrum 


of the Nation’s needs. 


Membership 


The President 

The Vice President 

Secretary of State 

Secretary of Defense 

Secretary of Interior 

Secretary of Agriculture 

Secretary of Commerce 

Secretary of Labor 

Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Secretary of Transportation 

Secretary of Energy 

Secretary of Education 

Director, Office of Management and Budget 


Assistant to the President for Science 
and Technology 


Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs 


Assistant to the President for 
Economic Policy 


Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Chair of the Council of Economic Advisors 


Administrator, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 


Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency 


Director, National Science Foundation 
Director, National Institutes of Health 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 


Director, Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency 


Charge: 


President Clinton directed the NSTC to: 


-One of the most important tasks that the NSTC 
performs is to prepare coordinated R&D strategies and 
budget recommendations to orient science and technology 
toward achieving national goals. To do so, the Council 
established nine goal-oriented committees. Each commit- 
tee is chaired by a senior official from a Federal agency, 
and co-chaired by a representative from the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). These 


committees are as follows: 


Coordinate the science and technology policy 
making and implementation process across 


Federal agencies; 


e Ensure that science and technology policy 
decisions are consistent with the President’s 


stated goals; 


e Ensure that science and technology issues 
are considered in the development and imple- 


mentation of Federal policies and programs; 


e Further international cooperation in science 


and technology activities. 


The Council fosters a strategic approach in 
determining how science and technology can help 
resolve complex societal needs. Today’s problems 
demand contributions from different fields of 
study and a team approach from the agencies 
that make up the Federal R&D enterprise. The 
NSTC provides an interagency strategic manage- 
ment system to foster teamwork and enhances the 
ability to identify opportunities for interdiscipli- 


nary solutions. 


Committee on Health, Safety, and Food 


Committee on Fundamental Science 


Committee on Information and Communication 


Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 


Committee on Civilian Industrial Technology 


Committee on Education and Training 


Committee on Transportation 


Committee on National Security 


Committee on International Science, Engineering, 
and Technology 


Ad hoc working groups are also established as needed 
to review and coordinate specific policies or pro- 
grams. For example, the NSTC has provided an 
effective forum to resolve cross cutting issues such as 
an interagency review of the future role of the U.S. 
national laboratories. 


President's Committee 
of Advisors on Science 
and Technology 


President Clinton established the President's 
Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology 
(PCAST) by Executive Order 12882 at the same 
time that he established the NSTC. The PCAST 
serves as the highest level private sector advisory 
group for the President and for the NSTC. 

The Committee members are distinguished 
individuals appointed by the President, and are 
drawn from industry, education and research 
institutions, and other nongovernmental organiza- 
tions. The Assistant to the President for Science 
and Technology co-chairs the Committee with a 


private sector member selected by the President. 


The formal link between the PCAST and the 
NSTC ensures that national needs remain an over- 
arching guide for the NSTC. The PCAST provides 
feedback about Federal programs and actively 
advises the NSTC about science and technology 


issues of national importance. 


For More Information: 


For more information about NSTC functions, 
activities, and reports, and for information about 
the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science 
and Technology (PCAST), please call the NSTC 
Executive Secretariat at (202) 456-6100. 

Our FAX machine is (202) 456-6026. 
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Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
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